
BLACK SWAMP DRIVING CLUB 

                  FALL 2011 NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Hello, 

As Fall approaches we still have several drives ahead.  I know we all look forward to being 

able to get out and drive after this blistering hot summer.  I would like to thank everyone 

who has hosted a drive and to those who have drives yet to come. 

At the end of the year my term will be ending.  Thank you club members. 

Julie 

 

OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

John Miles, glad youõre out of the hospital. 

Jim Troxel, wishing you the very best for your recovery. We will see you on the trail next year. 

 

RECENT EVENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS - John and Sara Hunter celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ð Dr. Susan Orosz and her 

Morgan òBelleó as they attended the prestigious 

Walnut Hill Carriage Show, Pittsford, NY taking 

home a 4th place ribbon in cross country large 

pony class and two 5th place ribbons, one in large 

pony turnout and the other in the costume class. 

 

 

 



CARRIAGE ROUNDUP ð June 3-5 ð I always love to see the sign, òWelcome to Kentuckyó.  

Our hosts, the Winfields and Poppes, have just celebrated 20 years of hosting this 

invitational event and some of the BSDC members have been lucky enough to attend every 

one of them. 

Our tailgate theme this year 

was òCelebrate 20 Years 

Carriage Roundupó.  Our 

artist in the club, Molly 

Owen, out did herself by 

painting two beautiful slates 

for our hosts.  They were so 

touched by these gifts and I 

wish the Owensõ could have 

been there to hear all the 

nice comments.   

Sunday was a hat contest and Mike Minges won òsilliest ható with his pink feathered 

flamingo.  It sure made for a lot of smiles.  He says heõs retiring that one (it will be hard to 

find one to take itõs place). 

 

HIGGINS FAMILY DRIVE ð June 18 ð The Beechy and Gingerich families hosted us at their 

farm for a thrashers dinner and a chance to drive around the countryside of lovely Amish 

farms.  John and Judy 

Heffernan didnõt come by 

truck and trailer.  Their 

Belgian team drove them 

and their dog to this event.  

It was a pretty picture 

watching Roger Higgins Sr. 

driving the covered wagon 

down the lane. 

 

 

 

 



WYANDOT CO HISTORICAL SOCIETY ð July 9 ðThe day was a huge success.  Julie and Ted 

gave carriage rides.  Thanks to members Higgins, Owens, Mary Elliott, Gillfillans, Murrays 

and Hunters there was a lovely display of carriages, wagons, and sleighs, and the Historical 

Society displayed three of their own vehicles.  The day was topped off with an ice cream 

social and the community band played military songs. 

 

RIVERBEND PARK EVENING DRIVE ð July 30 - Unfortunately John and Stephenie Miles could 

not host their event due to unforeseen health problems.  Several very hardy souls came out 

in the brutal heat and 

humidity to share good 

conversation and food.  This is 

a really lovely park and 

hopefully next time the 

weather will cooperate to be 

able to bring more turnouts. 

 

 

 

 

 

CEDAR COVE PICNIC AND CARRIAGE DISPLAY ð August 21 ð Privately owned Cedar Cove in 

Ada, OH was the location for the picnic and carriage display hosted by the Higgins Family.  

The rain cleared off leaving a 

sunny day to display the 

carriages and sleighs.  This 

event was open to the public 

and many people came to take 

pictures and learn about these 

vehicles from their very 

knowledgeable owners. Thank 

you to everyone who brought 

vehicles to display. (Pictured 

above is Susan Murray with 

their beautifully restored 

Columbus Buggy Co. 

Gentlemenõs Phaeton #650) 



UPCOMING EVENTS     * not a BSDC event 

* SEPTEMBER 11 ð LITTLE BROWN JUG PARADE, Delaware, OH.  Julie Emmons will be 

driving in the parade.  She is looking for someone to come along as an outwalker for Ted.  If 

you would like to help contact Julie, 740-361-3885. 

 

* SEPTEMBER 8-10  - PONY WAGON DAYS   

Pony Wagon Days is a non-profit organization 

established to remember and celebrate the 

heritage of St Paris as the center for carriage 

manufacturing and home of the Walborn and Riker 

Company.  In the late 19th century, the Walborn 

and Riker Company was the most prominent pony 

wagon manufacturer and their carriages were 

considered to be of the finest quality; a fact 

confirmed by their display at the Chicago Worldõs 

Fair of 1893.  To celebrate this heritage, the Pony 

Wagon Days Committeeõs goals are to encourage 

everyone, young and old, to become more actively 

involved volunteers in their community, through 

planning, providing time and money, and 

participating in the positive, educational, fun 

community activities 

Pony Wagon Days will have its parade on Thursday, 

Sept 8, 2011 in St. Paris, Ohio. St. Paris is the home of the Walborn and Riker pony wagons 

built in the late 1800's. We hope some of your drivers with pony carts can join us that 

evening or the entire weekend if you can. Please visit our website or our facebook page for 

more information. Thank you!! 

www.ponywagondays.com 

 

SEPTEMBER 25 ð COON HUNTERS DRIVE - Joint drive hosted by Roger and Sue Murray for 

Black Swamp and Western Reserve. Come and meet members of the other club, find out 

what they have been doing.  If you don't have a horse, or your truck is broken down, come 

anyway to see carriages and horses, as well as enjoy good food and fellowship. Date:  

Sunday, September 25 Time:  Potluck at noon, drinks and table service provided. 

Place:  Coon Hunter's Lodge, 7575 TR 131, Tiffin, OH Directions: From east or west, take US 

224 to SR 53, just south of Tiffin.  If coming from the north, take turnpike or US 20 to 

Fremont interchange, which is SR 53, and follow that until you have gone through Tiffin and 

come to US 224.Go South on SR 53 for five miles to County Road 6.  Look for the Camp 



Glen signs.  Turn left (east) on CR 6 and go 0.8 miles to Township Road 131.  This will be the 

second right.  Travel on TR 131 for 1.5 miles.  Sandusky River Coonhunters' Lodge is the big 

barn on the left. 

 Drive description: 

This drive is on public roads through scenic farm lands along the Sandusky River.  Therefore, 

you will need the SMV (slow moving vehicle) sign as required by state law.  There are two 

routes marked:  4.5 miles or 6.5 miles.  Breeching or brakes are recommended because 

there are hills. 

Plenty of parking on gravel or grass at the Coonhunter's Lodge. 

  

Any questions?  Call 419-447-0076. 

 

* OCTOBER 4-9 ð THE NATIONAL DRIVE, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY 

             Website:  http://www.nationaldrive.net/  

 

OCTOBER 8 ð HITESõ HOMESTEAD DRIVE, Kenton, OH hosted by Gary and Connie Gillfillan.  

You may arrive at 10:00 AM if you would like to go out to the pumpkin patch to pick a 

special pumpkin, then drive at will 4-5 miles around the country roads (SMV required).  Plan 

to eat at the log cabin at 4:00.  The Gillfillans will provide ham or roast to be cooked over the 

fire in the log cabin.  Afterwards, weather permitting, there will be an evening drive at 5 PM. 

Contact:  Gary Gillfillan, cell phone: 567-674-0151 

Directions:  Gregg & Julie Hites, 8980 Township Rd 189, Kenton, OH, (Hardin Co).  From 

Findlay:  St. Rt. 68 to about 5 miles North of Kenton just past St Rt 701 you will see drive in 

theatre on the right.  This is Co Rd 90, turn left on Co Rd 90 and go about  2 miles (5 roads).  

The fifth road is Twp Rd 189, turn right and they are the 5th house on the left.  Watch for 

signs. 

 

* OCTOBER 13-16 ð 35TH ANNIVERSARY MICHIGAN GREAT LAKES INTERNATIONAL DRAFT 

HORSE SHOW AND PULL, Agriculture Pavillion, Michigan State University, Website: 

www.mgli.org 

 

OCTOBER 16 ð PARKER BRIDGE DRIVE, Upper Sandusky, OH.  Hosted by Julie Emmons and 

family.  This beautifully cared for covered bridge built in 1873 over the Sandusky River will certainly 

make for a great Fall drive in Upper Sandusky. The drive is approximately 5 miles. Pot luck is at 

12:00. Porta potty on site.  Directions:  US 23 to OH 53 exit and go right to Rt 67 and turn right.  At 

the brown Parker Bridge sign, (TH37) turn left and go to TH40 (1st road to the right), covered bridge 

parking is on the right in the big field.  Watch for BSDC signs.  Contact Julie Emmons:  740-3613885.  

http://www.mgli.org/


 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER EVENTS ð DETAILED INFORMATION WILL BE 

COMING AT THE END OF OCTOBER. 

November 5 ð Maumee Bay State Park, Oregon, OH ð Lunch at the Lodge, drive thru Park 

November 12 ð Annual banquet, Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory, OH 

December 17 ð Christmas at the Farm, sleigh rides (weather permitting) Kenton, OH 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ð We have three positions to be filled for 

2012.  There will be a one year and two three year positions.  We are encouraging those 

running for an office to write a short profile about yourself which will be included in the next 

newsletter with the banquet and membership renewal information.  If you would like to 

serve on the Board please contact Julie Emmons, PH:  740-361-3885. 

 

TREASURERõS REPORT:  As of August 25, 2011 we have a balance of $2,476.65. 

 

WANT TO BUY OR SELL: 

 

For Sale ð Easy entry cart for pony/mini, wheel size 20ó, shaft length 58.5ó, width between 

the shafts, 17.5ó, shaft height 22ó, $250.  Call for pictures or more info: Jackie Minges, 734-

856-6122 or email, jminges@hotmail.com. 

 

Please note: This classified section is open to all BSDC members at no cost to advertise 

equine/and or vehicle related items.  If you have anything to list call Jackie Minges -734-

856-6122. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jminges@hotmail.com


For Sale ð Single set all leather 

harness with breast collar fits 50-

56ó, $200 

New pony extension top cut under 

surrey, 28-34 wheel, 4 passenger 

with brakes, team pole, and shafts.  

$4,000. 

Meadowbrook cart, 46ó wheel, 76ó 

shafts, $900.  

 

Welsh/Percheron cross mare , 18 yrs 

old, 54ó tall, rides and drives, 

originally part of a six pony hitch, 

drives single or double. $800 

 

Restored green box sleigh, two 

passenger with shafts, $800. 

 

Contact:  Gary Gillfillan at 419-675-

3257/cell phone 567 -674-0151 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Carriage Roundup - 2011 

 

 

  



Cedar Cove ð Ada, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cedar Cove ð Ada, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


